
m,

2 THE D. 0., 23, 1883.

a

letter Hints

Our &c.

OnuhiclwZ fry c 2i. STtcriFOod.

3'-to-r writing, strictly speaking, may not be
a behold and yet it is an

that few housekeepers can do
without. Wo refer, of course, to the enlight-
ened modern school, whose enlarged sphere of
usefulness makes it necessary that they should
have a free command of every form of cominu-nicatio- n

iu the world of affairs, business and
.social. The average business man is so very
bnsv that his wife must perforce assume

lities in the household economy which
ware formerly regarded as the exclusive prop-
erty of man. Besides, she has her social duties a
to discharge acceptably, mauy of which involve
considerable Letter writing
is, therefore, aa art which cannot be too early
cultivated.

Letter writing, though the most important
branch of composition, is the one most neglected
inourschools. Thereflultislhat an accomplished
grammarian or rhetorician may be the most in-

elegant of letter writers. He has no percep-
tion of form, no sense of the subtle graces that
constitute the chief charm of a polished writer.
His style is ponderous and stilted; he possesses
no souse of the importance of a distinction be-

tween the ordinary business letter and the
epistle he would address to a friend. In writ-
ing to his tailor he employs the same phrase he
would use in responding to a social attention.
If a lawyer, he uses the same terms in writing
to the woman of his affections he would choose
in making na a brief.

If a lady, tbesame kind of inaccuracies beset
her, marked with less coherency of expression
and a wider wandering from the topic to be
pursuod, whatever it may be. The business
man. conmdied to write many letters, insensi
bly falls into a directness which is the first
essential of good letter writing; a woman, find-
ing the calls fewer and time less pressing, is
too certain to conclude that the longest way
around is the shortest way home. Hence
vagueness and circumlocution. Then, too, her
memory is more uncertain when it comes to
speUing. asd, as for capitals and punctuation,
she strikes in. hit or miss, with the fashion of
misstig grown into a provoking habit.

TOPJI FOE BUSINESS 1ETTEK,
With these preliminary remarks, we take "up

the request of Mrs. llary Maud Davis, Topeka,
Kau., that we give a form for writing a busi-
ness letter, with the reply. To this we would
answor that the following is fairly good:

New Yoke, X. Y., Aug. 13, 1SS3.
Mrs. Maky Maud Davis,

Topeka, Kan.
SIv Drak 31aasi : We have an excellent quality

of Hademez witin, such as you were examining
when lasA in the city, which we will sell yon at
greatly reduced rates. Vc inclose samples with
prices, and await your reply.

Yours, very truly,
Sjuth, Bkows & Co.

THE EEPX.Y.

To the foregoing the following would const-
ituted pertinent reply:

Topjgka, Has;, Aug. 17, 1SS3.
S3nrn, Baowx & Co.,

New York, N.T.
SIesshs: In rrply to your communication of Au-

gust 18th, 1 would uay that I have examined the
samples inclosed, with prices, and find that the one
herewith forwarded meets my approval in every
particular. Tlcase forward twenty-fiv- e yards, C.
O. D. Thanking you for the kind favors,

I am. yours, "very truly,
ilAJiY SIatjd Davis.

Now observe, iirst, that you date your letter
properly, giving town and State, and if an ob-

scure placo the county also ; second, that you
write the name of the party or firm addressed,
with town and State; third, that you confine
yourfcel fstrictly to business, referring definitely
to the subject-matt-er of your letter, in order
that there may he no as to
your meaning, and, fourth, that you append
your own signature, full and clear, so that in
the event of the letter reaching the dead letter
ofSce it may be returned safely to. the writer.

So much for the business letter, which though
varied in form should always be simple,

direct. But not so the private letter,
which may be as complicated and chatty as the
intimacy of the parties in correspondence may
"warrant. Then, in a private letter, the name
should never bewritten at thebeginning, though
always, if written iu the first person, at the
close. For an example in the third person, for
instance, an informal invitation scut by a
young gentleman to a young lady and its re-
ply. If comparative strangers, he addresses
her in the third person, as follows:

Mr. Thornton Miller's compliments to Miss Mary
Bailey, asking that she will give him the pleasure
ofher company to the concert this evening.

Topeka, August 12r 18S3.

A note in the third person must be replied to
in the same style, and may read as follows :

Mibs Mary Bailey acknowledges, with pleasure,
the kind invitation of Mr Thornton Miller to the
concert this evening, and regrets that a previous
engagement will prevent her acceptance.

Topeka. August 12, 1SSS.

Or, supposing the acequaintauce is such as to
"warrant a direct address, and you will observe

a correspondence in the
third porson is that it does away with the stiff-
ness of a formal "Miss Bailey" or "Mrs.
Miller," or the too familiar appellation, among
those "whose acquaintance is slight, of " Bear
Mies Bailey or Dear Mrs-- Miller,",; the invita-tio- u

would read:
IILyDeak MissBajixy: Will you favor me by ac-

cepting y eeort to the concert this evening, which
J am &3MKrcd is t be exceptionally fine and of a
charactur thai you will, 1 am sure, "enjoy.

Yours, cry sincerely,
Topeka, Aug. 12, 183. Thornton Milt.ee.
In this cac a rojdy might read:
My Dbas Mil. Krmaj : Ivery deeply regret that a

previous ongHgemont will prevent my acceptance
ofyour proffered escort to Hie ooueert this, evening.
1 sm aware of all HhK. I ms in being obliged to
TaftteC. Trusting that you will enjoy it to the ut-
most, I am, very ancerelv,

Topaka, Aug. 12, MSB. Mauy Bailey.
Ecjdies to all orte of social invitations should

ha MHi3y plain and prompt And the reply
should ia ali ewes of this kind be couched as
ni rly 6 j,ssible iu the lauguage of the invi-
ta.. JFor instance:

Cor. pthacaiv of Mr. nd Mrs. John Smith to Mr.
nr.i M. s. Joht .Torn, requesting the pleasure of
thc.r (oinpwnjr for Friday evening, August 15th,
nt b o jju, to nwot Mr. and Mrs. William
Bro-- n.

TereHy iu this case should be:
OoaipHmcjit f Mr. and Wra. John Jones to Mr.

iuidWra, JotmSmitk, aeeaptiitg their kind invita--
uon lor JTtoay cwjtjjijg at S o'cJock, to meet Mr.
and Mrs. WiUiiim Brown.

A Invit&taoti to a dinner, whether accepted,
or declined, should in no case go unanswered,
and tbo-aflSw- should be dispatched as soon as
rcaefved, which reminds us of a punctilious
Washington statesman, whose acceptance of an
invitation va dinner was received by his hostess
"before her ntoaseegor returned who had de-
livered it.

As I before remarked, private letters are not
subject to any set forms, but care should be
taken to havetJjcm both legible and intelligible.
A few hints may not be amiss: First, study
simplicity of expression, and avoid involved
sentences: fcjcond, make frequent paragraphs,
one, at lout, for every change of subject j
third, avoid apologies for poor style, bad spell-
ing, or delay in answering ; fourth, never re-cro- ss

your k&tors, and if you have omitted
anything, te not put M P. S.M after your signa-
ture. If you have omitted anything, write the
omission down simply, in as few words as
possible.

The prevailing style of writing is bold and
free, doing quite away with long toppling " l's1'
nud long-taile- d " g s," but care must be taken
that the words are not run together and that
capitals and punctuation marks are used in
thoir places. j.o thoie who would be accurate
in matters of composition, and have no more
practical aid at hand, w would say procure a
copy or "Parker's Aid to Composition," a
standard old book, that has not been superseded
by any tiling half as good. To be an elegant, as
well as a rational, letter writer is given to but
few. am-
bitious eomsjiaudenl to remember that brains
in tins, as in everything cLu, must have good
tools to work with, and that clear, smooth sta-
tionery, a good pen, and ample leisure are in-
dispensable to ihr letter writer who would be
Known for his proficiency in a great art.

Household Department.
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GK.VPES.

Claro Mitchel, a reader of Tmi Tbibune,
writos trtjm Cherry' Grove to inquire how to
Icecp grapes from breaking while preserving or
is inaking sweet pickles.

To tho bovc we would atiswer that in pre-
serving any kind of irnjt if the sirup is first

prepared, by dissolving tho sugar and letting it
xeach the boiling point, and then, after skim-
ming, tho fruit added, it will remain whole if
heated slowly, without stirring. To pickle
grapes or other fruit without breaking, place
tho fruit in "a jar cold; then mako a sweet
pickle, allowing five pounds of sugar to tea
pounds of fruit and a quart of vinegar; spice,
and turn over the fruit warm. Eepeat this
for several mornings. Green grapes in bunches
make a choice pickle, if properly treated. The
sugar must bo very white, and 4he sirup
skimmed thoroughly and partially cooled be-

fore adding.
While upon the subject of grapes we aro re-

minded that a good friend of ours makes spiced
grapes, which are a very nice relish with meats.
Here is tho recipe, which is worth trying :

Snd Grapes. Five pounds of grapes, three
pounds of sugar, one-ha- lf pint of vinegar, two tea-
spoons each of cinnamon and allspice, one-ha- lf a
teaspoon of cloves. Pulp tho grapes, boil until
tender, cook the pulp soft, and strain through a
sieve; add it to the skins. Put in the spices, sugar
and vinegar; boil thorougly and seal.

Grape butter is equally excellent prepared in
similar way, but without tho vinegar. It is

much improved by a proportion of one-four- th

of sweet apples. And here is an excellent
recipe for jam:

Grape Jam. Pick ripe graics, stem them and
slip off the skins ; put the pulp in a kettle with a
teacup of water, boil until the seeds separate from
the pulp, strain, and allow one pound of sugar to
one pint of pulp; put all together in the kettle
with lialf the skins, and boil until tender. Strain,
put in glasses and seal.

Grape Jetty. This Is best made from green or
half-rip- e grapes. Boil in a preserving kettle until
quite soft, and strain the juice through a jelly bag;
measure into a preserving kettle and boil for thirty
minutes; then ndd sugar, allowing three-fourt- hs

.

of a pound of sugar to a pound of juice. Boil for
fifteen minutes, and put into jelly bowls.

We have tried this novel dish, and pronounce
it good for The Teibuxe circle:

Cucumber Salad. Peel and slice very thin two
medium-size- d cucumbers, place them in n deep
dish, and sprinkle with two tablcspoonfuls of salt;
set on the ice or in a cool place two hours, drain on
an inverted sieve, and put in a salad bowl ; dress
them with four tables-noonful- s of oil. the juice of a
lemon, a grated onion, a pinch each of sugar and
white pepper; mix these ingredients, and pour
over the salad; stir well together and serve.

Onr Weekly Experience STcctlng.

AU2TT BECKY'S PEACH PIE ANOTHER NOBLE
NURSE AN OLD SOLDIER'S PITIABLE CASE

ALONG THE LINE GRAND OUTLOOK OP THE

NATIONAL RELIEF CORPS.

Seseca Lake, N. Y., July 30, 1SS3.

To the Editor National Teidukk:
Comrade J. A. Jones, of North New Castle, Neb.,

wants to hear thorough Tiib National Tribuxk
whether Aunt Becky, one of the nur&es of the
Ninth Corps Hospital, is alive. Thank God! she
is, and 1 hope there are many happy years in store
for her yet. She is living in lies Moines, Jown.
"When the One Hundred and Ninth New York
volunteers left their State for the seat of war, in
September, 1S62, Miss Graham (commonly called
Aunt Becky by the soldiers) left her home and ac-
companied the regiment to the front, remaining
with it, caring only as a mother could for the sick
and wounded of the regiment until we were at-
tached to the Ninth Corps, in the spring of 1664.
From that time until the close of the war she was
connected with the Ninth Corps Hospital, and did
all that a mother or sister could have done to re-
lieve the sufferings of the dying and wounded sol-
diers, and by such kind acts and ministrations
every one learned to love her and call her "Aunt
Becky." Truly, yours, O. K. 33ea.

Late of Co. G, 103th N. Y.
As a comment upon the above, the following

reminisjeuce from tho Encampment number of
the Denver Tribune, will not be without inter-
est to "Aunt Becky's" many warm admirers.
She accompanied the Des Moines delegation to
the Encampment.

AUNT BECKY'S PEACH PIE.
Many of the old soldiers will remember the story

of how "Aunt Becky" stole the peach pie for some
wounded soldiers after the blowing up of tho mine
at Petersburg. She was at that time a hospital
nurse at City Point. She complained that Sanitary
Commissioner Rounds kept all the canned fruit
for himself, and had also taken the best cook for
his private mess. "Aunt Becky" was determined
to have some peach pie for her boys, and stole one
from Hounds, who had instructed his cook to make
a large pie for some prominent guests that had
been invited to dinner. Just before dinner wasjui-nouncc- d

"Aunt Becky" hastened to tho tent and
stole the pie, which she hid under her bed. Soon
afterwards she took the pie to some soldiers who
had been wounded in tho terrible mine explosion
at Petersburg. The large pie was cut into twenty
pieces and divided among the wounded soldiers.
Hounds never suspected "Aunt Becky" of the
theft, but made threats that a severe punishment
should be dealt upon the culprit if discovered. Six
mouths afterward, the day after the surrender of
Lee, just as a jote, one of the boys had "Aunt
Becky" arrested for stealing the peach pie. She
was marched through the camp with her hands
tied behind her. The regimental band of the Fifty-nint- h

Massachusetts mid the hospital drum corps
accompanied her. In the mock court-marti- al held
the was fined to receive a kiss from each soldier
for the sake of his mother, a present of a dozen
lemons, half a dozen oranges and a pound of candy
for stealing the peach pie, and Bounds was made
to purchase the candy. "Aunt Becky " as well as
the soldiers heartily enjoyed the joke. Yesterday
when the reporter met "Aunt Becky" she was
rather diffident in speaking of herself, but the
Iowa boys know her history almost as well as she
docs herself. "Don't say much about me," said
"Aunt Becky," "but you can't say too much for
the boys. They deserve it more than 1."

''Yes; I am an honorary member of Joe Hooker
Post, and am proud of it. It is an honor to be
even an honorary member of the Grand Army of
the Jtcpublio."

"Here." added "Aunt Becky." "have some cof-
fee and a regular army lunch." and the reporter
took a lunch with the old Geld-nurs- e of the Poto-
mac.

A. J. Graham, carpenter and builder, Denver, i3
a brother of "Aunt Becky." and some of tho most
prominent people in the city know her personally.

ANOTHER NOBLE NAME.
ISDEPENDSNCE, KAN., August, 1S83.

To the Editor National Tuujuke:
Let sorao of the comrades write of the noble he-

roism of those Ladies who sacrificed as much a we
did for thecau-e- ; who left home and friends that
they might add to the conuort of the soldier. One
conies to my mind now, a MLss Katie Bisel, the
bookkeeper at the United States Christian Com-
mission rooms, at Little Bock, Ark., who always
had a word of cheer and encouragement for every
soldier. I do believe that there are a less number
of graves at tho soldiers' cemetery through her
efforts than there would have been had she not
been there. May God bless that noble Wisconsin
girl. If any of the readers of Tun Tiubuxk should
liappcn to sec this and know her whereabouts,
phrase give her address through Tile TninuE.

Let some of the boys of the First brigade. First
division, Seventh Army Corps, write an account of
the campaign against Little Bock, Ark.; also, of
tiiat memorable campaign in Western Arkansas,
which resulted in the battle of Prairie Grove Xet
some of llerron's men tell the story, for they were
there during the whole performance. I was one
of four brothers who served in the Union army.

A. W. IIaukington,
Twenty-fift- h Ohio V. V. B. L. A.

A LETTER FROM! A FAVORITE ARMY NURSE.

To the Editor National Tiuuune:
In your paper of the 2d inst. I saw a statement

that Harriet P. Dame has a position in the'f reasury
department, and is supporting a bund mother.
That is not so. That 1 hold a positipn in the
Treasury Department is true ; that J am support-
ing ivblind mother is not true, and I wi ih yon would
contradict that in your next issue. It is very un-
pleasant to bo put in a false position. My good
mother .died in JS54, and was never blind. I have
a fcihter at Concord, N. IL, who has lost her eye-
sight. With her I spend my annual vacation. She
lias a pleasant home of her own and I do not sup-
port her. All my relatives were in the army who
were old enough to go. Only two of them receive
petitions, and they are almost helpless with xheu-matib- m.

Respectfully,
nAUlttKT P. Damb,

Loan Branch, Secretary's Office, Treasury Depart-
ment.

MISS VAN LEW'S GOOD TVOBK.

To the Editor National Tuieune:
I was very much interested in tho case of Miss

Van Lew in the last Tkiduke. I was in Bichniond
and jn the &ame prison with Hon. Alfred Ely and
Calvin Huson. Mr. Hnson was taken sick mid taken
to Miss Van Lew's residence and kindly cared for
untd he died, on the lith ofOclobcr, 16C1. So you see
Miss Van Lew began early in the war to minister to
the Union prisoner. For the kindness above re-
ferred to Jibe was brought into disrepute among the
relcls, mid her subsequent deeds of kindness
must have been the eusc of still further disrup-
tions among hor rebel neighbors; co that, while wa
admire her for her deeds of kindness, wo must
also remember at what a cost of social position
those little deeds were bestowed.

Respectfully,
E. K. Boss.

Madison, Wis., Aug. 15, 1883.

AN" OLD SOLDIER'S SORRY LOT.
As an indication of what tho women workers

of the Grand Army are expected to do in rind-
ing out the needy old soldiers of the Union,
we give the following sorrowful appeal fiom a
Michigan veteran, whoso namo and address
will cheerfully be Riven to any Uclicf Coi-ji- s or
individual who will contribute auything to-

wards ameliorating his afflictions:
, Michigan, August 7, 1SS3.

Mns. TTats B. Sueuwood : I thought to waid you
a few lines to let you know howl am fixed to sup-
port myselfand my family. I am a member of tint
One Hundred and Third O. Y. I., and wust wounded
at Strawberry Plains, Tcnu on New Year's Night,
1SC1, and was dlictiargcd m May, 1805. I now
draw56anionth pension , and it doesn't go far toward
supporting my family. I would ask you and your
lady friends if you could do boiuclhiug for mc. I
did live hi Jamestown, Mich., and hiuihclp from
the town poor fund for three years, and such
growling that the Government and the State of
Ohio could not support its own cripple I I u- -

listed in Cleveland, Ohio, and after the war I came
to Michigan and bought brly acres of land, and
had to sell that for doctor's bill and living. I have,
twelve acres of pine land and all in crops, and it ia
not worth fifty cents for all that is on the place.
The heavy rains destroyed the crops. I can't do
much work, I have had a sore leg for over a year,
to my misery. It is one sore from my knee down
to my foot. I had a piece of shell in it. and I hurt
the place a year ago last April, and it has been
getting worse ever since. Tho piece of shell came
out last winter, and the sore spread all over the
lower part of my leg. It is a running fever sore.
I have n wife and three children ; the oldest is go-
ing on five years, the nextjs going on three, and
the third is not a year old.

Iwill giveyou a list of my time-boo- k, so that
vou can see how much I have worked, commenc-
ing on the 12th of April, 1SS2: Did no work until
November, in which month I worked 3 days, and
in December V, days in all, 4 days. In 1SS3 I
worked as follows: April, 12 days; May, 3; Juno,
10K; July. 9K; and August, 3. I am bed fast
now. All theso days were put in by hours, quar-
ters and half days, except four days. Now, if you
can help me by giving me clothing or anything
that you can even rags to wrap around my sore
leg I will be ever so thankful for it. If you want
proof for this statement, let me know, and I will
send it from the town board and the doctors who
attend mo. I remain, yours, &c,

ALONG THE LINE.

General A. H. Bowen, of Hastings, Neb.,
chairman of the fifth annual Beunion of vol-
unteer soldiers and sailors, to bo held at that
point September 3-- 8, 18S3, is pledged to assist
in tho organization of a Woman's Belief Corps
in Nebraska. General Bowen, who served in
the Fourth Michigan infantry, celebrated his
nineteenth birthday at the first battle of Bull
Bun. ITe was probably tho youngest man to
wear the star, having been mado a

December, 18G4, at tho age of twenty-tw- o,

for gallaut conduct at the battle of Marion,
Va., while serving as colonel of the Sixth U. S.
colored cavalry.

Past Senior Vice Commander General Bangs,
of Maine, aud his wife and son, spent a few
days at Idaho Springs, Col., the guests of Past

Van Dervoortand family.
Tho most cordial relations exist between these
gentlemen, who worked so efficiently together
d.uring the year just closed. Mrs. Bangs, a
most intelligent and cultivated woman, repre-
sented tho State of Maine at the organization
of tho National Woman's Auxiliary. General
Bangs is a prominent organizer of the Sons of
Veterans, of which his promising young son is
a member.

The flourishing new Tod Post Auxiliary,
Youngstown, 0., is arrauging for a grand fair,
to be given at the new market house, for the
benefit of a charity fund. Tho donations in aid
of the project have been very liberal. This
society was represented at Denver by Mfs.
McGowan, wife of the Post Commander, who
accompanied her husband, Mrs. Moore, and
others. It is one of the first Ohio societies to
apply for a charter under the new Order.

Mrs. Bryant, one of the charter members of
tho National Woman's Belief Corps organized
at Denver, and who represented Meade Post
Auxiliary, Wiishington, D. C, of which Mrs.
Gereral John A. Logan is President, was a
nurse in the Union army, and now has a posi-
tion as a Department cleric. Her husband was
a member of the Third Michigan infantry, and
she went with him to the front in 1SG1, where
she remained for more than a year.

Mrs. Goodrich, wife of Colonel Goodrich, of
Tonawanda, N. Y., and a prominent member of
the New York delegation at Denver, is the
President of Scotfc Post Ladies' Auxiliary,
which is doing efficient work at that point.

"Department Commander L. T.. Harper,
Peoria, III., is warmly interested in woman's
work, and will assist tho ladies in organizing
in that State.

Chapin Post, at Buffalo, N. Y.. has a-- flourish
ing Auxiliary.

THE NEW NATIONAL AUXILIARY.
Among tho applications for charters under

the New National Belief Corps ai--o one from
Commander A. P. Clayton, Henry Dillon Post,
Lone Bock, Wis.; Commandor Austin Curtiu,
George L. Potter Post, Milesbnrg, Pa., and one
from the new Auxiliary in connection with
Wilson Colwell Post, La Crosse, Wis. Several
applications from Ohio are also on file. To
one and all of theso organizations, and others
about to form, wo would say, make yourselves
as strougas possible, select good officers, and put
in your application for charters early, through
The National Tribune or tho National Sec-
retary. Upon the return from her vacation iii
Michigan of Mrs. Sarah E. Fuller, secretary of
the National Woman's Belief Corps residence,
Boston, Mass. plans will be promulgated for
the organization of the Union by States. All
necessary instructions will bo duly published
in TnE National Tribune, which will also
be prepared to furnish charters and instruc-
tions, through the communication it has estab-
lished with Natioual Headquarters.

In furtherance of the grand work, it is par-
ticularly requested that all Corps forming
will report to The National Tribune,
which expects to give an account of the prog-
ress of the work at every point. A correspond-
ent in every Corps is particularly desired. As
an indication of" tho encouragement the Na-
tional Belief Corps is receiving we are per-
mitted to publish flic following gratifying
communication from Assistant

H. X. Devendorf, from the headquarters
of Kansas, the banner State:
HEAOCUAUTEUd GnAND Att3tY OP TIIB BCPUDLIC,

Department ov Kansas,
.Topeka, Kax, August 9, 1SS3.

Mns. ICateB. Sherwood: Tho Department of
Kansas, O. A. R., is ready to advance tho interests
of the National Auxiliary, and to that end we
desire at an early date all information in your
power to give us, so that we can place Kansas in
the front rank. Tlieoe headquarters are at your
disposal, and we tliall be pleased to receive any
and all communications upon this subject. Especi-
ally would we like a copy of the Kitual adopted by
your association at Denver.

Yours to command, IL X. Devendorf,
A. A. General.

P. S. We are receiving letters upon the above
subject.

NO DRONES IN THE niVE.
Skneca Falls, August 6, 1S83.

Mrs. Katb B. Sherwood: The ladies of this
place have organized an Auxiliary society and
have enrolled about thirty members. I am happy
to add that without exception they are all work
ing members. AVe d&sire. however, to go to work
substantially, and write for instruction with rejrard
to Ritual, c Hoping that our united influence
may be felt by tho-- e who have hitherto been in-
different to the Grand Army and its noble work,

I am, very respectfully,
jIrs. S. E. Traver,

Secretary Woman's Auxiliary, G. A. IS.

NOTES.

Comrade C. H. Barton, Topeka, Kan., writes
us that the Woman's National Belief Corps of
Lincoln Post, of that city, is in a flourishing
condition. The following aro tho officers:
President, Mrs. M. 0. Frost; Vice-Presiden- t,

"Mrs. T. G. Anderson ; Secretary, Mrs. II. Y.
Devendorf; Treasurer, Mrs. Slocum, and Chap-
lain, Mrs. S. A. Barton.

Comrade A. Stevenson, Canton, 111., writes
us that Joe Hooker Post, of that place, has
organized a Woman's Auxiliary on tho Toledo
plan with twenty cuartur members, aud is
ready to organize on the Denver plan as soon
as the National Society is iu working order.

Comrade Martin Short, Brooklyn, N. Y.,
write3 us that Mansfield Post, No. 35, of that
city, has organized a Ladies' Auxiliary, with
nearly one hundred members. Mrs. H. B.
Davis is President.

The PennBjlyania Sohiicra' Orphans' Schools.
To tho Editor National Teibune:

The article of Comrade J. G. Vale in defense
of tho treatment of soldiers' orphans at tho
"White Hall School is no doubt correct, for since
the organization of these schools it has been
conceded that the ono presided over by Comrade
John A. Moore has been perfect in every do-ta- il,

viz., clothing, food, and proper education
and training, but the writer would like to hear
the same roport from the schools at McAllister-vill-o

and Mercer. Can it be furnished? Lot
Comrudo Vale extend his investigation and
give us his report. It will do no harm, and
much good, to let the public know how our
soldiers' orphans aro treated at tho schools
named. Soedtee.

Heieoit, Pa.

Wants Tho Tribune Printed on Sheet Iron.
To the Editor National Tiinroxis:

I wish you could print The TmnuxE on sheet
iron in largo white letters. Oh, how worn the
Iook of it now, after we old soldiers get through
handling it! Peteii Rukcgbb,

St. .Tajiks, Mo. Co. G, 2d Minn. V. I.

It Stands Solid With Our Veterans.
JFVont the Toledo Journal.

Tnc National Triuune, which has attained to
a circulation of 65,000, and which lias every pros-
pect of closing up tho year with 100,000, stands solid
with the soldier element both East und West, and
whenever named in soldier circles at Denver, was
hailed with the warmest enthusiasm and applause

Wm
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THE GRIEfgON RAID,
.2 jp

Left BcliM--- ! Ileliel Camp Cap- -

tared---Arriv- al at Baton Eouge.

m
By JR. W. SHrbytEatib Creek, Midu

&
Tho column was,oloso at hand, and our prison-

ers were turned over to it. Just at that mo-

ment Lieut.-Colon- el Blackburn camo galloping
up alone, and said to me, "Sergeant, bring
along your scouts and follow me, and PU see
where thoso rebels are."

Istartcd, followed by Kelly, Wilson and Wood,
the remainder of the scouts being absent on
duty. I thought this a rash movement on the
part of Colonel Blackburn, but he had ordered
me to follow him, and it was my duty to obey.
Wc soon reached tho edge of the timber and
discovered a considerable stream of water wend-
ing its way through tho marshy and heavy-timbere- d

bottom. A little-- to tho left, about
soventy-fiv- o yards distaut, was tho crossing
a narrow plank bridge some fifty foot in length
known as Wall's Bridge over tho Trickafaw
Eiver, and within one mile of Wall's Post-offic- e,

Amito county, Miss. Just before reach-
ing the bridge we were saluted by a few shots,
and wo now increased our speed. Closoly fol-

lowing the colonel we dashed upon the bridge,
but ero tho last of us had reached the opposite
side, a loud volley from carbines and musketry
wero poured into us by eighty of Wirt Adams'
cavalry, at a distance of not over sixty yards.
It seemed as though every tree concealed a
rebel. The colonel fell along with his horse,
both pierced by the fatal bullet. Ono of my
scouts was wounded, another had his horso shot
under him ; a minio ball struck: the writer on
the thigh, passing through and into his saddle
Three shots were all I could get, and I began to
feel a dizziness, but just then the advance-guar- d

of the column, commanded by Lieutou-an- t
Styles, camo charging up across the bridge,

followed by only twelve men. No sooner wero
they over the bridge than they wore checked
by a well-directe- d volley; they rallied and
charged, but were too few in number and too
much exposed, while tho enemy were protected
by the timber, and thelittlc band was forced to
retreat back across the bridge, leaving ono man
killed and two wounded, and seven dead horse3.
Nevertheless, they prevented tho writer and
his scouts from falling into tho hands of tho
foe. Just then the main column reached the
timber, and two companies were dismounted
and sent to tho right and left as skirmishers,
while one section of tho battery was brought
forward aud commenced shelling tho woods.
Tho enemy were put to flight, and tho Sisth
Illinois took the advance in hot pursuit, whilo
tho Seventh remained to look after the killed
and wounded.

LEFT behead.
My comrades soon stripped me of my rebel

uniform and put on tho blue. I pleaded to be
takeu along, but it was useless. The command
would not bo incumbered with anything under
the present circumstances. The colonel and
other wounded were borne by friendly hands
to a plantation about one mile ahead, aud tho
horses, equipments, and arms were turned over
to comrades. Man a kind farewell was said,
and friends there parted, some-- never to meet
again. The followihg wero tho casualties sus-
tained in this sharp' encounter all the injured
being members of the Seventh Hliuois cavalry:
Lieut.-Colou- el BlatJkburh, mortally wounded;
B. W. Surby, flesh-woun- d ; Wm. Boy, seriously;
E. W. Hughes, mortally ;'Gco.BeinhoId, killed.
The following wero1 left tb care for and nurse
the wounded : A. LeSuer and G. W. Dougla3,
of the Seventh ; also, Dr. E. Yulco, assistant
surgeon, Second Iowa cavalry, who accompan-
ied the expedition.

And now I cannot withhold my opinion of
this unfortunate affair, nor refrain from show-
ing how, in my judgment, it might have been
avoided. The reader will remember that at
tho time the scouts rode up to the picket post,
and wero obtaining information concerning tho
force in tho bottom land, we were startled by
tho report of firearms in our rear, caused by
Lieutenant Gaston , and a few men leaving the
column without permission and riding up to a
plantation and coming in contact with somq
rebels, exchanging shots, etc. Had those shots
not been nred, noither the picket nor the force
in the bottom would havo been alarmed, and
I should have succeeded in obtaining all tho
necessary information about tho forco in tho
bottom, thus enabling Colonel Grierson to
havo perfected his plans, so as to havo sur-
rounded the enemy, aud probably have cap-

tured them without the loss of life, theieby
saving to tho country a few good soldiers and a
bravo and efficient field officer, and sparing
tho loved ones at homo their sorrow and an-
guish. Another sad mistake was that Colonel
Blackburn, with too much daring, proceeded
across the bridge with no other support than a
few scouts. Ho was a very largo man, and
being dressed in full uniform and mounted
upon a very fiue horse, he was a most consxiicu-ou- s

target for tho onemy. Thero was no call
for thi3 movement. The scouts had performed
their duty up to this time, and, knowing that
a force occupied tho timber in the bottom, they
should havo been withdrawn. It was a mira-
cle that any of us escaped the first volley.

And now, as my thoughts at the time were
with tho command, I will, with the reader's
pennissiou, still continue with them, aud nar-
rate their adventures until they again returned
to old Tennesseee, and then, not forgetful of
the sufferings of those whom they were com-
pelled to leave behind, will return and tell
you of thoir fate.

AN EXCITING CHASE.

The Sixth led tho pursuitof the fast-retreati-

foe, now scattering in all directions, and found
tho road strewn with old saddles, blankets,
coats, hats and firearms. The chase was both
amusing and exciting. Tho Seventh soon
overtook the Sixth, and the command was soon
in Louisiana. Tho roads were in good condi-
tion and tho column was making not less
than six miles per hour. About 2 o'clock p. m.,
wheu within six miles of Wall's Bridge, tho
scouts discovered, on their right flank, about
forty rebels advancing on a sido road, and
when thoy arrived at tho junction of roads
commenced firing, tho rebs, who still kept
advancing, determined to gain tho main road,
replying. Just then the Sixth come in sight,
and at a distance of six hundred yards,' threw
a qv shells among them, which caused
them to turn tail and beat a hasty retreat.
This was most fortunate, for had they
gained the main road, nothing could have
provented them from reaching tho Amct
Eiver and destroying tho extensive bridge
over that stream, which would have been a
serious loss to the command. About 4 o'clock
p. m. the column passed through Greensbor- -
ough, a small town in St. Helena county. As
the scouts entered this place, scout Nelson dis-

covered a mounted rob, standing picket on the
cross-road- s. Nelson approached him, saluting,
and inquired who he wits and what he was
doing thero. He replied tliat ho was the county
clerk, and was wailing for a courier to learn
the news. Nelson offered him his canteen and
told him to try some" Yankee" whiskj', at the
same lime getting the drop on him. Mr. Beb
comprehended the1 situation, obeyed orders,
took a good pull fropi the canteen, and, before
parting company, very 'politely asked Nelson
for "another nip of that Yankee whisky."
Prom this place the column took a southwest
course Tho roads were in splendid condition
and level as a floors and-shade- d on both sides
by tall forest pines.1 When within four miles
of Amet Eiver tho" comitry become more open,
showing some finQ residences and extensive
plantations. Tho night was a clear, starlight
ono, and moderately warm. The men were
exhausted from want of rest, and nearly every
man was nodding aSyho rode along. The scouts
had learned that a prce.was stationed at the
south end of tho bridge, guarding it. When
within a mile of tho bridge the column was
halted, and the scouts wero ordered to proceed
to tho bridge, ascertain all about the forco sta-
tioned thero their number, situation, &c.
Samuel Nelson took tho advance, arrived at the
bridge, dismounted, and proceeded across on
foot. Tho bridge was about two hundred yards
iu length, over a deep and rapid stream. No
picket or guard was discovered, but Sam found
out that a guard of ten men wore quartered
only half a mile from there, and, not expecting
any Yanks that waj', were not very vigilant
The good news was soon reported to Colonel
Grierson, who gave the order " Forward ! " and
in a few minutes the horses' hoofs could bo
heard rattling upon the planks. After leaving
this bridge the column passed through a de-
lightful country. The distance from the Amet
to the Comit Eiver is seventeen miles. No
alarm had been given in crossing tho bridge ;
the rebel guard was sound asleop, little dream- -
iug that tha Yaoko raiders wore then within

rifle shot. It was now daylight, every man was
fully aroused, and all wero congratulating each
other on the success of the expedition. They
felt that thoy were comparatively safe, for oc-

casionally could be heard tho booming of tho
mortars throwing their ponderous shells into
Port Hudson. Thus they continued to move
along.

SIXTEENTH DAY.

On crossing the Big Sandy Creek the scouts
discovered a camp not inoro than 200 yards
from the bridge. Hpon approaching nearer
they saw two negroes busy building a fire.
No picket or guard appeared in sight. Tho
scouts withdrew without being seen, and re-
ported to Colonel Grierson, who immediately
ordered two companies of tho Sixth to advance
and charge the camp. Captain Marshall, com-
pany H, dismounted his men, crossed the bridge
silently, being supported by Captain Lynch,
with company E mounted cavalry, and when
within one hundred yards raised a yell and
charged down through tholong row of tents.
Instead of a considerable force there was found
only aboutforfcy men, principally convalescents.
Tho forco formerly stationed at this place,
numbering six hundred (Williams' cavalry),
had left the day before, having been ordered
to push forward to Brookhaven and intercept
the Yankees.

The Seventh wa3 ordered to push forward on
the advance, whilo the Sixth, stopped long
enough to destroy the camp and garrison equip-
age and take care ofprisoners. One reb escaped
and was afterwards captured. Eclating his ex-.perie-

that night, ho stated that ho reached
his horse, sprang upon his back without saddle,
and nothing on him but his shirt and drawers,
and never stopped until horeachedhome, sixty
miles distant. Tho morning was beautiful,
with a clear sky and a bright sun, and tho
roads wero very level and in good condition.
The Seventh, after proceeding a few miles, dis-
covered a single horseman emerging into the
road between them and the scouts. He was
ordered to halt, but did not feel inclined
to do so, and, putting spur to his horse, away he
dashed, hotly pursued by tho advance-guar- d,

who fired a few shots at him. In a few minutes,
however, he overtook tho scouts, whom he
tpok for some of his own men, and brandishing
his revolver around his head excitedly ex-
claimed : " Got out of here, boys, the road is
full of Yanks in our rear." " yes," said on
of the scouts, "and yon are right among them
now." Imagine his surpriso! His name wa3
Hinson, a lieutenant-colone- l ofcavalry. He had''
heard the nrmg in the morning, aud was on his
way to notify a camp between there and Baton
Eouge. The scouts proceeded a few miles fur-
ther, when Nelson stopped at a plantation,
where ho lound a soldier and three females
seated around a table enjoyiug a good meal.
They invited him to partake of their hospitality,
and he very readily accepted, and while eating
had a lively conversation with the reb, from
whom ho learned that there was a company
stationcdon tho road about four miles from there.
Nelson obtained all tho information ho wanted,
and thought it time to wind up the business. So
he remarked to Mr. Eeb : " You may consider
yourself my prisoner." The lieutenant felt
very indignant, and replied: "I am an officer,
sir, and will start for my command in the
morning, and, sir, you have nothing to do with
me, if you are a conscripting officer." Just
then up rode a squad of company A in front of
the house. They at oaco comprehended tho
meaning of tho blue coats, and with tears and
screams tho women commenced hugging aud
kissing tho lieutenant, exclaiming, "Oh, my
dear, thoy will kill you, they will kill you!"
Nelson assured them that not a hair of his
head should be harmed. He was turned over
to tho command and Colonel Grierson informed
respecting tho forco ahead. Nothing further
occurred until tho column had arrived within
half a milo of the Comit Eiver. The scouts
had been cautioned to advance carefully 'and
reconnoiter the ground and find out tho posi-
tion of tho camp. They could approach .to
within three hundred yards without being
seen, there being no picket or vidette on that
side. No report had reached thero of the
Yanlts coming that way. Wood volunteered to
go and seo what ho could discover. He met a sol-
dier coming up from tho creek, who hailed him
and wanted to know if he had come to relieve
him. "Yes; the company will be up in a few
minutes," he replied. "It's about time you
come to relievo us; we've been here now four
days, aud are just out of rations," ho rejoined.
WTood told him. they would soon bo relieved,
and having obtained all necessary information
reported tho same to Colonel Grierson.

SUKPEISINO A EEBEE CA3IP.
The camp was situated along tho east bank

of the stream, shaded by timber, and could be
approached only by chargiug down the road,
which was fenced on either side. Tho com-
mand moved forward slowly until within three
hundred yards of the camp, when the follow-
ing companies wero ordered toproceed: Com-
pany A to flank through the field on the left,
whilo companies D, E and I kept the road
tho former commanded by Lieutenant Brad-sha- w,

the latter by Captain Ashmead. They
charged most gallantly upon the unsuspectiug
foe, and so complete was the surprise that the
rebels, forgetting everything, tried to seek
safety in flight; But very few of them es-

caped, however, and not, more than a dozen
shots were fired. The confusion in the camp
was indescribable. Shotguns, saddles, camp
kettles, rifles, old blankets, coats and hats were
scattered in all directions, while men and loose
horses wore stampeding from all quarters. It
did not take long for our meu to flauk the
woods and pick up the stragglers. A. member
of company I found sixteen rebels hid in a hole
that tho water had washed out by tho bank of
the stream. They all surrendered to him.
Whilo tho Seventh was thus engaged gather-
ing up their booty, the Sixth was ordered on
the advauco, so as to save time. It was now
about 9 o'clock a. m. Forty-tw- o prisoners be-
longing to Stewart's cavalry wero captured
here, together with all their horses aud equip-
ments, without any loss or damago.

Tho Seventh now pushed on after tho Sixth,
overtaking them in about two hours, wheu tho
whole command stopped to rest aud feed, the
first time for man and horso for thirty hours,
having traveled eighty miles, night' and day,
with scarcely a halt. Nearly the whole com-
mand wero asleep on their horses while march-
ing tho greater portion of the last night. The
command was now w ithin six miles of Baton
Eouge. Tho raid had been a grand success.
A kind Providence had smiled upon our efforts
all through our perilous journey, and fiually
crowned it with triumph. Over eight hundred
miles had been traveled in sixteen days,
.through fourteen counties, in tho interior of"
tho State of Mississipi; over a million dollars'
worth of Confederate property bad been de-
stroyed, and railroad communications in vari-
ous directions had been effectually cut off, pre-
venting supplies from reaching Vicksburg aud
Port Hudson, and drawing out a forco from
Jackson at a time when Gen. Grant was making
a rapid flank movement on that place, whilo on
the last morning two canrps had been surprised
aud four hundred prisoners had been brought
in, not including tho six hundred that wero
paroled and loft on tho route, besides eight
hundred horses and mules, and about five hun-
dred negroes, who followed us, a large number
of cattle, and a considerable train of vehicles
of various descriptions. But tho crowning
glory of the expedition was tho fact that dur-
ing tho entire march, and more especially the
last forty hours, although men and horses
were hungry and jaded, not a murmur was
heard from the lips of either officers or men.
Our loss did not exceed twenty men.

Whilo feeding and resting, a company of tho
First Louisiana cavalry Union force camo
out from Baton Eougo, tho roport having
reached thero that a largo force was crossing
Comit Eiver. Picture their astonishment when
thoy heard whoso command it was, and where
it had come from. It was somo time before
they could bo convinced of tho fact. Our pris-
oners felt quite jubilant. Tho idea that a force
had como all the way from Tennessee purposly
to capture theni ! They thought it an honor
to bo taken by Hliuois troops. Altogether
they wero a jolly set of follows. Thoir captain
at the tima their camp was taken had escaped
by climbing a tree, where ho remained con-
cealed by the Spanish moss, which abounds in
that section of country a beautiful sight,
hanging in long clusters from overy limb.

To be continued.
m

It Keeps Good Time.
To the Editor Xationat. TiunuNK:

Tho Watcrbury watch camo safely to hand on the
ith inst. I am well pleased with it, but wish you
had boxed up and sent a little "nigger" aa well tr.
wind it up for me. It ia all I expected, and 1 havo
shown it to a great many of my friends, who ad-
mire it very much. It keeps good lime so far.

Hillsgkove, Pa. H. D. linowx.

Bcautlfnl Women

are made palid and unattractive by functional
irregularities, which Dr. Pierce's "Favorito

I Prescription" will infallibly cure. Thousands,
of testimonials. By druggists.
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THE FLORENCE FIEND.

Something About Barrett's Cruelties to

Prisoners His Thiimb-Sere- w.

To tho Editor National Tbibune:
As you havo been kind enough to publish

my last, describing our trip 'to Florence prison,
I will endeaver to give your many readers a
few more of onr experiences in th3t place, and
I think I will succeed in proving that thero
wero worse prisons than Andersonville. We
were at once put in tho now " bull pen," and it
was new in more senses than one. The stock-ad- o

at Andersonville was composed of hewn
pine logs twenty feet long, sat six feet in
tho ground, leaving fourteen feet of a wall or
stockado around us, but at Florence the logs
wero not more than ten or twelve feet above
ground, and instead of platforms at intervals '

for the guards to stand on, there was almost
a continuous line of embankments thrown
up against the outside of tho stockade, on
which the sentinels could pass back and forth.
The logs wero rough, no attempt having been
madco hew or smooth them off, further than to
cut off limb3and knots just enough to let them
stand close together. The dead-lin- e was about
the same as at Andersonville, and inside tho
stockado tho trees had only recently been
cut off, as many stumps were to be seen all
through tho prison. There was a stream or
brook running from north to south, much
larger than the one at Andersonville, and some
swamp land on each side, and a pretty good
corduroy bridge or road across it. There were
not nearly as many prisoners to tho square foot
as in other prisons ; indeed, I never saw any
prison as closely packed as Andersonville had
been. But all the material for tents or caves
had been taken up by tho first prisoners put
in, and we wero left out in tho cold in more
ways than ono. I found that most of my ac-
quaintances (those of my company who had
preceded me) wero " messed off," and that their
messes were full to overflowing. I had been
fortunate enough to save my blanket and
overcoat, also my knapsack and a dress coat;
theso were big cards in my favor, and room
was offered me in several messes. I chose one
with a cousin of mine from tho Eleventh Penn-
sylvania reserve, and ono or two neighbor
boys, all of whom I believe are living to-da- y.

Their names are John E. Black, J. Van Mc-Casl- in,

John Eshe'nbaugh, Samuel McCleary,
and Samuel Shryock. They only had ono
blanket and two overcoats in the crowd, so my
addition was looked on as a "big thing." We
were in a cave mado by digging a hole about
seven feet square and one foot deep. A forked
post had been set at each end, on which was
laid a ridge polo; on this there wero laid sticks
for rafters, while tho whole wa3 covered with
pine leaves aud sand four or five inches thick,
which made a tolerably warm cave, but kept
out little or no wet. Both ends wero open,
but, as the weather got colder, we closed ono
up entirely, and made a chimney in the other,
leaving a nolo beside it to crawl out and in.

A 5TXLISB ABODE.

When finished, we thought it quite stylish,
but we could not stand quite straight in
the center. Hero wo spent tho most of the
winter, and frequently tho nights were cold
enough to freeze ice a quarter of an inch thick.
We were divided into hundreds and thousands
for roll-ca- ll or couuting by the rebel sergeants
each morning, and we had to bo counted orwe
got no rations that evening. Our rations con-
sisted of about threo or four ounces of fresh
beef, about a coffee-cupf- ul of corn-mea- l, ground
cob and all and unbolted, with a couple of
spoonfuls of cowbeans or peas, mostly beans,
and a small teaspoonful of salt every other
day sometimes overy third day. These dwin-
dled gradually down before Christmas to meal,
peas, and sour sorghum molasses, and in Janu-
ary to meal and peas alone, the quantity of
each Tather diminishing also. There were
ninety-fiv- e days I have recorded in which no
meat of any kind was issued, and often for days
no salt. Is it any wonder that wo were sorely
afflicted with scurvy, dysentery, fevers, chills,
rheumatism, ague, and moonblindness? We
we were told to eat a piece of raw beef liver to
cure moonblindness, but where was tho liver
to como from ?

The officer who was generally in charge of
the prison was aTedheaded lieutenant, named
Barrett, and if Wirz deserved hanging, Barrett
should have been hung, drawn and quartered.
I have often wondered why he was not hung
when Wirz was. He certainly was the most
inhuman wretch I ever saw. When Wirz shot
or punished prisoners ho was angry or in a bad
humor, to say tho least, but Barrett would
stand and shoot defenceless prisoners, and
laugh to see them fall or run like frightened
sheep to get out of his way. I havo seen him
come to tho gate and call for all who wanted
to go out for wood to fall in, telling them that
as many as wanted to could go out. Tho pris-
oners would rush to the gate and fill tho street
for perhaps 200 feet from the gate. Ho would
then select perhaps a dozen and start them, off,
and quickly drawing his revolver, would call
out, "Scatter, you Yanks, or I'm. going to
shoot!" and fire into the crowd instantly, at
the same timo laughing and cheering to seo
tho rushing to get out of his range. This was
done more than once, and one of the prisoners
was shot in the shoulder as ho stood at my
sido.

HANGING BY THE THUMBS.

Another favorite mods of punishment with
him was "hanging by the thumbs." Thi3
was dono by tying a stout cord or rope around
the thumbs of a prisoner in a loop or noose, so
that it wonld draw tighter, and suspending
tho prisoner by this infernal device for from
one to threo hours. Sometimes tho hands wero
tied thus behind, and the weight drew in such
a "way that the victim first hung nearly head
downward, and then, as the shoulders gave way
and the nerves got weaker, assumed an upright
position. In ono or two cases the shoul-
ders were dislocated. Ono poor fellow died
while being taken down or very soon after. I
will only relate one other method ofpunishment
which I saw in use, as somo wero too sicken-
ing almost for belief. It was what was
known as the " thumb-scre- w punishment." I
nover examined tho screws closely, but one of
tho victims described them to mo and showed
mo the results. They wero made like two small
vises, one side slightly hollow, to St the face of
the thumb; the other side was a flat plate of iron
or steel, facing it. Tho thumbs wora inserted
between these, and by turning a screw they
were brought together. The flat plate first
caught on tho upper end or root of the thumb-
nail, and, as the screw was turned, the vico-lik- o

jaw closed in, crushing the nail. They
wore tightened so as to bear the prisoners
weight, and ho was then suspended in the gato
by this inhuman fiend until he either fainted or
his thumbs were pulled off. Tho one I exam-
ined and dressed after being taken down had his
thumbs crushed to a pulp. He was punished
for refusing to take the oath of allegiance to
the Confederacy and trying to escape. Ho,
with others, had been taken outside; they did
not know for what. Barrett tried to ibrco
them to take the oath and work on somo forti-
fications near the prison. They refused to do
either, and one of them, getting a chance, mado
his escape. Ho was soon recaptured and
brought back and got tho ' thumb-scre- w " for
his daring. I onco saw Barrett got upon the flat
log on top of the gato, when a prisoner was
hanging by tho thumbs, and run a pole or hand-
spike through under the ropo and rat3o one end
until ho had lifted his victim six or eight inches.
Then, suddenly letting the pole drop, on the
second or third trial the man fell feinting to
tho ground.

I would like to hear from somo other Flor-
ence er on this subject, and would
like to know whether any.of theso men arc
aiiye-ye- t. If they don't deserve pensions, it is
a strange thing to me. Thoy oughc to get a
general's half pay, at least; they cortainly can
tell what it is to "suffer for one's country."
They could 311 havo escaped theso hardships by
simply taking tho oath of allegiance to tho
Southern Confederacy.

E. P. Beack,
Co. E, 103d P. V. V.

(Plymouth Pilgrim.)
Parker City, Pa.

Mortality at Florence and Salisbury.

To tho Editor NAtioxaeTkibune:
Having recently noticed statements to the

effect that the suftbriugs of inmates of North
and rfouth Carolina prisons wore as great as
our own at Andorsonvillo, I wish to give the
(readers ofTliETitimJJE a bit of history that
K think will be of interest to all its readers.
?Tho men who, on being captured, were sent to
Aitdersonvillo wero kept there for months until
death stared them in tho face; thou thoy were
off?a told that they wero to bo exchanged,

1.

and would bo placed on cars and soat to FTw-on- ce

and Salisbury. Upon their arrival at
those places, finding that thoy had boen de
ceived, they gavo way to despair, many dyln
before they entered the stockades, while others
lived but a short time. Their health having
been destroyed at Andersonville, they wers
sent to these other places to die. That fcha was
tho case with thousands ofour brave men no ono
can truthfully deny. I was an fcye-witno- re and
one of the worst sufferers there, being merely
a boy, who had paid my father $o05 for my
freedom in order that I might enlist. I was
shot through tho head, from ear to ear, and
was sent to prison to snffer, without even a
bandage for my head. Where are tho boys of
the Twentieth Pennsylvania cavalry? Whera
is Sergeant Forbes, of that regiment, who wa3
a prisoner with mo? David H. Satrrn,

EiiioTTSBUEG, Pa. Co. D, SPfeh P. V. CL

INDIANA EX-PRISQNE- RS.

Proceedings at taa Annual Reunion in Indian-apol- ls

Last Week,
During the military Encampment at Indian-

apolis on tho 15th inst. a Eennion of
of war was held at the Exposition build-

ing, the roll-ca- ll showing 250 in attendance,
though there wero probably a hundred moro
upon the ground. On motion of General A. D.
Streight, a committee of two members from,
each congressional district was chosen to select
officers for tho ensuing year. The committee
was as folio W3: First district, B. G. Wflke3 and
James Bacon; second, J. W. Acorn, O. T.
WTright; third, Wm. Cartwright, D. L. Wright j
fourth, E. C. Moore, Joseph Patterson; fifth,
Comrades Hadley and Mersler; sixth, Thomas
H. Butler, Ivan N". Walker; seventh, J. G. Bain,
John Hardwick; eighth. I. J. Mitchell, C. W.
ISIoss; ninth, Comrades Hickman and Jones j
tenth. Ira Cress, D.O.Eader; Eleventh, Com-
rade Eubenstein; twelfth, ; thirteenth,
J. D. Phelp3. John Shafer.

The committee, after consultation, reported
the following as officers for the ensuing year:

President John V. Hadley, Danville, Ind.
Yice-pTeside- nt I. D. Phelps, Laporte.
Secretary and Treasurer Ivan 2T. Walker,

Indianapolis.
Executive Committee A. D. Streight, C. W-Mo-

ss,

John M. Godown, Thos. H. Butler.
Eepresentatives to National Association A.

D. Strefsht, Thos. H. Butler, A. S. McCormack,
I. 2T. Walker, C. Wr. Moss.

The executive committee was empowered to
select timo and place of holding the nexfe meet-
ing. The following, which has been embodied,
into a bill for pensioning prisoners of war con-
fined in Southern prisons during tho late war,
which was before Congress at the last-sessio- n,

was unanimously approved and its passage
urged, with tho amendment that members of
Congress insert the words "Mayl, 1SG1," in-
stead of "May 1, 1S63," and by striking ou
the words ' tho cartel wa3 suspended," after
which tho meeting adjourned :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House cf Eepre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled. That the Secretary of the Interior
be, and is hereby, authorized and directed to place
on the pension roll the names of such officers, sol-
diers, and marines who. while in the service cf the
United States, and while in the line of their duty,
were taken prisoners of war and as such confined
in so-call-ed Confederate prisons between the 1st at
May, eighteen hundred and sixty-thre- e, and tho
1st of May, eighteen hundred and sixty-fiv-e, aa
follows :

All who were prisoners of war two months and
less than six months, one-ha- lf pension ; those who
were prisoners of war six months, and less than,
twelve months, a three-fourt- hs pension, and all
such as were prisoners of war twelve months and
more than twelve months, a total pension. And,
furthermore, such surviving prisoners of war 9hall
receive 52 a day for each and every day's confine-
ment in said Confederate military prisons. Pro-
vided, that such pensions shall in each case begin
from the date of the passage of this act. and shall
be paid at the same time and in the same manner
aa other pensions are now paid. And provided,
further, that this act shall not entitle any person to
draw mora than one pension, but that such sur-
vivors of the so-call- ed Confederate military prisons
as are entitled and are receiving: a pension at the
time of the passage of this act shall be entitled to
the increase of their pensions which this actmay
grant them.

The Grand Jinny and the Polygamy Question.
To the Editor JTATiONALTErEUNE:

I haver read with deep interest
Paul Van Dervoort's remarks

in his address at Denver on the Mormon ques-
tion, also your comments on the same in Ths
Tbibunb of the 9th inst., and, believing- - that
tho Grand Army of tho Eepublic has yet an-
other duty before it in making an effort to-

wards purging tho Nation it has sacrificed so
much to preserve of tho foul blot upon her
fair name, bywhich she is so grossly dishonored
and denied, I want to offer the following sug-
gestions, viz. 1 T?ha6 a resolution, or set of reso-
lutions, bo framed, urging upon Congress
prompt and decisive action on this question,
and that said resolutions be submitted to every
Department, and through every Department
to every Post of the Grand Armyin the United
States for indorsement. Thesignatnres of other
citizens might also bo taken by a committee
from each Post, but let the work be done by
the G. A. E., and let us make it not only air
appeal, but a demand, so strong that Congress
cannot disregard it. Have suitable resolutions
drafted by somebody and submitted to each
Department, and let us start the ball rolling-- ,

and deluge the next session of Congress wirJx
such a demand as wiE compel immediate and
decisive action.

I do not understand all the legal phases of
this question, and consequently havo nothing
to suggest as to a plan of action. That is tho
business of statesmen, but let ns see to it that
their business in this regard is promptly and
thoroughly attended to. If we have no law
that is equal to the task of suppressing aud ex-

terminating from our midst such abominations,
it is high time that one was provided.

If the Grand Army can, in any way, be in-

strumental in blotting out this foul putresencey
the deed will be little, if any, less in import-
ance as a national and moral blessing than the
de?tructfon of slavery, and it3 measure of glory
will be fail to the brim.
It us take this matter in hand and push i

to a definite issue. Tho resolutions of political
conventions, the recommendations in Presi
dents messages, the discussions in CongRasSin,
the pulpit, and on the stump, havo aH thus fax
failed to accomplish anything decisive. I have
faith that a united and persistent effort of tha
Grand Army will compel action. Let us try
by petition, and if that fails, let us try some-
thing else. Something must be done by some-
body, and who has a better right to demand it
than the men to whom this Nation owes its
existence? We have the right to demand, aud
we have a right to be heard. This Nation owes
to the soldiers of the late war, living and dead,
tho duty of purging from all vileness the Gov-
ernment presorved by thoir valor and sacrifice
Let us insist upon its dischargipg that dntyv

Yours, in F., C, and L.,
H. B. BOYNTON,

Bailey Post, 164, Dopt. of Ohio,

A Eeuol Soldier's Opinion of Army life.
Tho following letter from a rebel soldier to

his wife, which was captured during the-Atlant- a

campaign, and incorporated in tha
history of the Seventy-secon- d regiment, In-
diana volunteers, by B. F. Magee, gives a
pretty good insight into the state of feoling
then existing in the Confederate ranks :

Is the Tkexches asvons Atlasta.
August 15,1564.

My Dear Wifb : Tour war-wo-rn husband takes
his pen in hand, in a strange land.oa a foreign
strand. 3Iy ink is palo, I have no ale. My paper
is poor; so is my grub. Onr quarters in camp ax
passable, bnt quarters in my pocket are not. Last
night I had a wagon bolster for a "piUer," whilo I
was covered with aheet of w.iter. I long for mora
bucuitsand les bullets. How I wish you were
here. The farther I get from you the better I lika
yon. So that you may know how wo worJt in spita
of the cujed Yanks, I send yoa a diary of daily
labor. 5 o'clock, called up by a roll of the drum,
from a roll in the mud; no rolls of bread. 6 to 7,
shoulder spades. Throw up the earth, also my
yesterday's rations. 7:30, another roll of the drum,
and we roll logi. Filing off into line, tw well a? de-

filing ray breeches with the sacred soil of Georjria;
drawing ramrods but no pay; no she ling-ou- t by
the government, but a cussed sight by the Yaokiu
9 n. m., more drilling, but not of tho cotton ktad,
wherewith, to increase my present supply of ona
shirt. 10:00, moro spadular researches into the ser-
ological formation of the earth. 1L-00-. corps take
a chow oC tobacco. 12:00, see signs of dinner Skip-
pers throwing up works on a bog's jowl to reis4
the attack of tho captain's cook. My eyes aro se
far sunk into my head that I can look down Bay
windpipe into my restaurant department. I would
make atirst-ciaa- s leiescope.inaveinreogiag

Yoathful ImlalgeKea.

in Pernicious Practices pursued la Solitude, k
a mist startling cause of Nervous and General
Debility, Lack of Self-confiden- ce and Will
Power, Impaired Memory, Despondency, awl
other attendants of wrecked manhood. Suf-
ferers should address, with throe letter poatag
stamps, for large illustrated treatise, pointis
out unfailing mean3 of perfect cure WoKUJ't
DlSVKNSAXYT ilEDICAI. ASSOCIATION, UOfflai
If. Y.


